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From the Chair, by James S. Dyer:  

Bob Winkler completed his two-year term as Chair of the decision analysis SIG at the 
end of the TIMS/ORSA National Meeting in Orlando. On behalf of the members of the 
SIG, I would like to express our appreciation to him for his hard work and leadership 
over the past two years. Bob has set an outstanding example for us all through his 
scholarly contributions and through his administrative service over his career. In recent 
years, he served as the vice president of TIMS for publications, was Departmental Editor 
for decision analysis for Management Science, and served as our Chair. In his spare time, 
he managed to add to a body of research that was recently recognized with the Ramsey 
medal. I look forward to his counsel and advice during the next two years in his role as 
Past Chair of the SIG.  

During the past month, I have had the opportunity to review the recent activities of the 
SIG, and consider our organization to be a very healthy one. As you know, we now have 
well-organized sessions at national meetings that are typically assigned to rooms that are 
adequate for our purposes, we offer a series of prizes for the best publication, the best 
student paper, and the Ramsey medal that receive national attention, and we have an 
informative newsletter thanks to the continuing efforts of Irving LaValle.  

So, where do we go from here? One of my first priorities will be to follow up on some 
inquiries that I made earlier regarding changing our designation from a SIG to a 
Technical Section in ORSA. As you may be aware, ORSA considers the designation of a 



SIG to be more appropriate for a small group that is in the process of forming, and a 
Technical Section is the designation used for a group that has attained a reasonable size 
and has demonstrated the likelihood of remaining active over a longer time period. Since 
our group is the largest SIG and larger than most ORSA Technical Sections, we certainly 
are eligible for the designation of a Technical Section. As a practical matter, this should 
be merely an administrative change that will not affect our operations. At the same time, I 
will explore the possibility of creating a TIMS College that will have the same 
membership and officers as our current SIG, and provide us with some additional 
visibility to individuals that are members of TIMS but not to ORSA.  

During the next two years, I would like to explore other possible initiatives as well. One 
possibility would be to initiate a series of separate meetings sponsored by the SIG to be 
held annually or perhaps every other year. There are several groups with interests that 
overlap those of many members of the SIG that currently meet on a regular basis. One 
notable example is the Behavioral Decision Research in Management Conference held 
most recently at the University of California, Berkeley in May 1992. This group has been 
meeting every two years, and might benefit from sponsorship by the SIG. As an 
alternative, we could establish our separate meetings independent of other groups. I look 
forward to some feedback regarding this possibility.  

Another possibility would be to make an effort to coordinate more closely with other 
groups that sponsor sessions at national meetings, and have attracted practitioners and 
scholars with interests that should overlap with ours. In particular, I am thinking about 
groups associated with the Analytic Hierarchy Procedure (AHP) and with multiple 
criteria decision decision making (MCDM). Both of these groups have developed 
interests in problem domains simialr to ours, but have evolved methodologies for 
attacking these problems independent from the stream of research more closely 
associated with our SIG. Some exposure to members of these groups might generate 
constructive exchanges and joint research projects that would be of mutual benefit.  

I am also open to other ideas for initiatives, and look forward to hearing from you. Please 
feel free to contact me regarding your ideas for our SIG during the next two years.  

Professor James S. Dyer  
Department of Management Science and Information Systems  
CBA 5.202  
The University of Texas at Austin  
Austin, TX 78712-1175  

 

Schlaifer Awarded Ramsey Medal -- by Robert L. Winkler. At the Orlando TIMS/ORSA 
meeting, Robert Schlaifer was presented the Frank P. Ramsey Medal for distinguished 
contributions to the field of decision analysis. The Ramsey Medal, which is the highest 
award of the Special Interest Group on Decision Analysis, includes a check for $1,000 in 
addition to the framed medal.  



In presenting the award, Bob Winkler noted Schlaifer's pioneering efforts in decision 
analysis. His 1959 book, Probability and Statistics for Business Decisions, was a 
landmark effort, coming only five years after L. J. Savage, in his classic Foundations of 
Statistics, presented a development of subjective probability and utility but then 
inexplicably reverted to minimax arguments in the latter part of the book. Schlaifer, with 
no formal training in statistics or mathematical modeling, got it right and took the first 
steps toward bridging the theory/practice gap. Howard Raiffa, who was awarded the first 
Ramsey Medal in 1984, writes as follows: "The basic ideas of statistical decision theory 
were conceived by (Schlaifer) independently of the work of L. J. Savage or de Finetti, 
and early on he saw that those ideas were broadly applicable to problems in decision 
making under uncertainty. He was a pioneer in the practical assessment of subjective 
probabilities and utilities...... (Schlaifer) influenced my intellectural development more 
than any other individual -- more than Abraham Wald or von Neumann or Savage or 
Arrow."  

 

SIG Election Results --- At the Orlando meeting, it was announced that the mail ballots 
had been counted: Ward Edwards is the Vice Chair/Chair Elect; Colin Camerer will 
remain Secretary-Treasurer; and Bill Balson and Bob Nau come onto the Council to 
replace Allan Murphy and Ross Shachter.  

 

Dues Increase --- Also at the Orlando meeting, a modest dues increase for the SIG was 
approved unanimously. Annual dues are now as follows: $5.00 for ORSA members; 
$7.00 for nonmembers; and $2.00 for students and retirees.  

 

Decision Focus Changes its address --- to 650 Castro Street, Suite 300; Mountain View, 
CA 94041-2055. Phone (415) 960-3450; FAX (415) 960-3656.  

 

SPUDM `93 --- SPUDM (for Subjective Probability, Utility, Decision Making) is a 
biennial, European, multidisciplinary conference, next scheduled for August 22-27, 1993, 
in Aix-en-Provence, France. There are two opportunities for decision analysts to 
participate - contributing a specific paper, or proposing a symposium. A symposium is a 
series of formal presentations on a common topic - similar to an ORSA/TIMS session. 
Hutton Barron is the U. S. representative on the Organizing Committee [P. O. Box 
870226, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0226, phone (205) 348-6521, Bitnet: 
FBARRON@UALVM] and welcomes any questions.  
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